EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
•

Net Zero Emissions for the Western Australian State Government by 2030, two decades earlier
than WA Labor. Delivering 100% clean energy to all West Australian homes.
– $3 billion 1500 MW renewable energy project by 2025 constructed in conjunction with
the private sector, this project will be located in the vast open spaces between Shark Bay and
Geraldton to take advantage of some of the world’s best wind and solar resources.
– Phase out all state-government coal-fired power stations by 2025, reducing stationary
greenhouse gas emissions by 84%, within four years of government.
– $500 million extension of the 330kV transmission line from Three Springs to Geraldton
to transport the clean, green energy from the Mid-West to Perth and the rest of the South-West and
Kalgoorlie.
– 500MW mega-battery array to store electricity and maintain the electricity system.
– World’s largest clean, green transport network, allowing Western Australians to drive across
the state using electric vehicle and hydrogen recharging infrastructure.
– Zero emissions public transport system by 2030, with vehicles being replaced by zero
emissions technology, including electric and hydrogen fuel cell buses.
– Zero emissions state fleet by 2030, with government vehicles being replaced with zero emission
technology, primarily electric vehicles.
– Zero emissions electricity system by 2030, with all state government energy companies
converting power stations to zero emissions. Remote diesel generators will be replaced with
batteries or hydrogen fuel. Peaking plants will be replaced with green hydrogen or large-scale
batteries to deliver clean, green energy to regional and remote towns and households across
the state.

•

$9 billion 4500 MW Renewable Energy Export Mega-Project – the largest in the nation’s
history. With the construction of an additional 4500MW between Geraldton and Shark Bay this will
make this mega-project 6000MW, the largest in the country’s history. The renewable energy will be
converted to clean, green hydrogen for transport to export markets. This will allow countries to reduce
their greenhouse gas emissions as part of their Paris Agreement commitments.
– Mid-West Water to Green Hydrogen Conversion Plant (Electrolyser). Built at Geraldton this
clean, green industrial plant will convert renewable energy into stored energy, in the form of green
hydrogen, to be shipped to export countries for use in their stationary and transport systems.

•
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Fuel Security and Energy Independence. This mega-project will allow Western Australia to achieve
fuel and energy self-sufficiency. We will fuel our industries, households and vehicles for the next 50years, ending our reliance on foreign countries for oil and ending our exposure to global geopolitical
shocks.

Nation’s Largest Renewable Energy Export and Jobs Project

The Liberals are announcing the largest renewable energy export and jobs project
in the nation’s history. This mega-project will transform Western Australia’s
energy system for the next 50-years and beyond, providing energy security and
independence, hundreds of thousands of direct and indirect jobs, cheaper energy to
households and net zero emissions for the Western Australian government by 2030.

•

Western Australia’s Largest Economic Diversification and Value-Adding Project. As part of this
mega-project, whole new industries will be developed in the Mid-West, Pilbara and South-West. The
following industries will be given priority under the Liberals Industry Attraction Fund, International
Market Diversification and Critical and Strategic Manufacturing Fund:
– Mid-West Green Steel. The development of the mega-project provides the opportunity for
Mid-West iron ore to be processed into green steel for export, creating thousands of jobs in
the region. In addition to the economic impact, this will substantially reduce greenhouse gas
emissions across the globe as coking coal is replaced by clean, green hydrogen.
– Pilbara Hydrogen Production and Green Steel. Working with the private sector, the Liberals will
develop the infrastructure at Karratha and Port Hedland to allow value-adding of iron ore, currently
exported as raw material, into green steel. In addition to the thousands of jobs created this will
substantially reduce greenhouse gas emissions across the globe as coking coal is replaced by
clean, green hydrogen.
– Lithium Mining and Processing. As Western Australia moves to clean, green stationary and
transport energy there will be a significant increase in lithium demand. The Liberals will give
lithium processing and battery component manufacturing priority status to increase value-adding
and to create local jobs from increasing domestic and global demand.
– Carnarvon and Perth Basin Blue Hydrogen. This mega-project will also allow companies in the
Carnarvon and Perth Basins to convert natural gas into blue hydrogen for export, further reducing
greenhouse gas emissions across the globe and protecting jobs in the oil and gas sector.
– Hydrogen Feedstock Industries. The production of green hydrogen also provides an opportunity
to value-add into manufacturing that utilises hydrogen as a feedstock, including fertiliser and
methanol production and as a reductor in metallurgic industries, including green steel.
– Research and Development. Western Australia will become a world leader in clean, green energy,
providing research and development jobs across a broad range of sectors in the economy.

•

$100 million Real Plan for Collie. The Liberals will provide $100 million for establishing thousands
of green industry, lithium mining and processing jobs created as part of this mega-project, including
retraining the existing workforce. This will guarantee that Collie and those workers impacted by the
transition in the coal-industry will have long-term job opportunities.

•

Cheaper Household Energy Bills. The cost of building renewable power stations is now
significantly cheaper than coal-fired power stations and with almost free energy from wind and the
sun, means cheaper household power bills. This mega-project will also allow the widespread uptake
of electric vehicles, meaning filling up the car will be significantly cheaper, ending our reliance on
foreign oil companies.
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This massive zero-emissions energy project will be based in remote areas between Geraldton and
Shark Bay. This infrastructure will be long distances from population centres, like Kalbarri, and sensitive
environmental and tourism locations, including the Shark Bay World Heritage site, Kalbarri National Park
and Zuytdorp Nature Reserve.
When completed, this project, combined with Stage 2, is expected to produce around 18,000 gigawatthours of 100% renewable energy, three times the Snowy Mountain Scheme which produces around 4,500
gigawatt-hours of renewable electricity.
Western Australia is the best place in the world for this visionary mega-project given our:
•

Amazing solar-wind resources

•

Vast open spaces, without land use conflict, required for the massive amount of infrastructure required
over the long-term.

•

Energy sector expertise, experience and infrastructure, and

•

Established international energy trade relationships and proximity to key energy markets in Asia.

“

Forget 2050 – zero emissions will begin to happen overnight.

The green hydrogen market could generate revenues, at the very least, of
$US12 trillion by 2050 – bigger than any industry we have now.
We could generate well over 40,000 jobs.

And Australia, with characteristic luck, is sitting on everything
it needs to be the world leader, but only if it acts fast.”
– Andrew Forrest, January 2021
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$100 MILLION REAL PLAN FOR COLLIE
•

Only the Liberals have a real long-term plan for Collie.

•

Although the coal-fired power stations will no longer operate using coal, the generators can be
retrofitted to maintain the balance of the state’s electricity system, called inertia control, operating on
100% renewable electricity.

•

In addition, the substantial transmission system that was used to transport coal-fired electricity to
Perth will be used in reverse to transport clean, green electricity down to Collie to fuel clean, green
heavy industry.

•

Establishing clean, green heavy industry in the Collie region will be given the highest priority under
the Liberals Industry Attraction Fund, International Market Diversification and Critical and Strategic
Manufacturing Fund.

•

The Liberals will also provide a $100 million Collie Training and Transition Fund to transition people
from coal-fired jobs to clean, green energy jobs in the Collie region.

ROLE OF A LIBERAL STATE GOVERNMENT
The role of the state government is critical to the success of such a large and complex project.
The critical role the Liberals will play includes, coordination and assistance in relation to:
•

Strategic planning and design

•

Infrastructure – pipelines, transport refuelling infrastructure, electrolysers, port infrastructure

•

Engagement with landholders, local communities and traditional owners

•

Coordinating State/Commonwealth environmental and other approvals

•

Land tenure

•

International trade relations

•

Liaising with the Commonwealth – this includes assistance with funding from CEFC, ARENA and
Infrastructure Australia.

Western Power will continue to operate the transmission and distribution network in the SWIS, with the
additional responsibility for network upgrades in the Mid-West and commercial battery operations across
the SWIS.
Synergy will continue to be generator and retailer to the SWIS.
Horizon Power will continue to be responsible for generation, transmission, distribution and retailing
outside the SWIS.
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